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Directions: Jean Piaget studied thousands of children in order to understand how their thinking changed
over time, Piaget concluded that children pass through four stages of cognitive development and that
each stage has several distinct characteristics. As children pass through these stages, their schemas—
mental representations of the world—change. Complete the graphic organizer by listing Piaget’s four
stages in the first column. List the characteristics of each stage In the second column. Then, in the third
column, give an example of a schema that is characteristic of each stage. Two examples of schemas have
been provided.

How Knowing
Changes

Plaget’s Chaiacteiistlcs Example of
Stages of Stage Schema
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‘ . If I cuta clay ball in half, I will
..—‘ ., avetwo balls eachwith halfr G( e’\t. + SW.’ “ the clay of the original ball.
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