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Due date: April 12th 
Mrs. S. Lichtman

Senseless Research Study
Introduction

Have you ever wondered what it would be like to be without one of your senses? Perhaps noticing or knowing a person with impaired vision or hearing reminds us that not everyone is fortunate enough to have all of their sensory systems working properly. Certainly people with gifted sensory ability (i.e. singers with perfect pitch) or people afflicted with severe sensory disability (i.e. lepers) appreciate the value of their senses. 
To help you appreciate the challenges presented by sensory impairment, you will participate in a research study.

Method
Plan to “lose” each sense over the course of the study period (April 3rd to 10th). Consider the following possible methods or suggest alternatives:

· Vision - blindfold

· Hearing – earplugs, cotton balls
· Balance – spin around several times (CAREFULLY)

· Smell and taste - nose plugs, clothespins

· Light touch - gloves 
You may conduct your research at home or in any environment where you will be safe. Try to experience the loss of each sense other than balance for at least one hour. You may conduct your research at school during your spare(s) or lunch or during Psychology class (but no others) provided you adapt your behavior to compensate for your impairment. You may need to enlist the support of a reliable research assistant / companion for some of the deprivations. 

Record your research data including: methods, experiences, other people’s reactions, challenges, adaptations, and limitations. You might also share a couple of anecdotes, and discuss stigma, assistance, dependence, and frustrations. A brief summary (1-2 pages) will suffice…a formal (IMRAD) report is NOT required.
Assessment

Method (all 5, process described in detail)

/10

Results (notes relevant, insightful, thorough)

/10
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