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Research Assignment (unit 1)
Demonstrate your understanding of psychological research by designing and conducting a research study as follows:

1. Develop a question (about human behavior) which is narrow and specific enough to be studied quickly. 
2. Develop a hypothesis which can be either proven wrong or supported. 
3. Select the research method likely to yield the most information about your question. Consider naturalistic observation, survey, or experiment.

4. Plan to gather at least some data that can be analyzed using four descriptive statistical measures: range, mean, median, mode. 
5. Outline the materials and methods to be used. 
6. Identify your sample (size and demographics) and how you will select participants for your research study. 

7. You must receive approval of your research proposal before proceeding.

8. Develop your materials, select participants, and conduct your research. 
9. Document your findings in a formal research report, following the IMRAD format outlined on the reverse. 

You may work alone or with one or two partners. Each researcher / team will have an opportunity to present their findings orally and visually:

· Briefly outline your research question, hypothesis, study method type, sample group, important statistical results, and conclusions relative to your initial hypothesis. 

· Explain what you did, describe what you learned, discuss what went well/not so well, etc. 
Review the assessment rubric to ensure that your formal report and your presentation meet all assignment criteria.
IMRAD
A formal psychology research report is organized into 5 sections. After each section heading, record the required information clearly and concisely:

1. Introduction:

Include your research question and hypothesis. Also discuss previous studies of the question, any theories that relate to the question, and any issues or concerns you have about the conditions or potential bias.

2. Methods:

Describe your sample, including the process by which you selected participants for your study. Describe your method (process) in as much detail as is necessary for someone else to replicate your research without your help. Include a copy of any written materials (i.e. interview questions, survey questionnaire, instructions to participants, data record sheets). Include specifications for any other materials (i.e. sample beverages and paper cups to conduct a taste test).

3. Results:

Summarize your data graphically using tables and/or scatterplots. Submit your summaries with your report BUT NOT all the completed materials and notes (retain them until the assignment has been assessed and returned).

4. Analysis:

Identify patterns and trends in your data. Use the statistical analysis techniques: mean, median, mode, range. 

5. Discussion:

Review your analysis and explain whether your hypothesis is or isn’t supported by your data. Explain any correlations you observe. Comment on any problems encountered during your research, and assess their impact on the results. Suggest ways to refine the research question and/or methods.

